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SCHOOL UNIFORM AND APPEARANCE  

POLICY 
 

 
Why Have A School Uniform? 
At Greenways, we believe that a school uniform is important in building the pupils’ sense of identity 
and belonging to the community of our school. Our policy aims to reflect the values within our school: 

●​ Aspire: Having a uniform helps to foster a sense of pride in our school and the school community. 
●​ Inspire: Having a uniform fosters a sense of belonging and can motivate children, for instance 

when representing the school in tournaments and events. 
●​ Nurture: Having a uniform means that children do not need to compete in wearing the latest 

fashions and supports the sense of community and togetherness. 
●​ Respect: Having a uniform helps the children to understand that as an adult they will have to follow 

and respect rules and policies even if they sometimes disagree. 
It is our policy that all children will wear school uniform when attending school, or when participating in 
a school-organised event outside normal school hours and our policy reflects the current DfE 
guidance on School Uniforms – July 2026. 
 
Our school’s legal duties under the Equality Act 2010 
The Equality Act 2010 prohibits discrimination against an individual based on the protected 
characteristics, which include age, sex, disability, race, religion or belief, pregnancy and maternity, 
and gender reassignment.  
To avoid discrimination, our school will:  

●​ Avoid listing uniform items based on sex, to give all pupils the opportunity to wear the uniform 
they feel most comfortable in.  

●​ Make sure that our uniform costs the same for all pupils. 
●​ Allow all pupils to have long hair (though we reserve the right to ask for this to be tied back). 
●​ Allow all pupils to style their hair in a way that is appropriate for school and makes them feel 

most comfortable. 
●​ Allow pupils to request changes to swimwear for religious reasons or if they are experiencing 

discomfort.  
●​ Allow pupils to wear headscarves and/or other religious garments. 
●​ Allow pupils with sensory or physical needs to make reasonable adaptations to their uniform 

depending on their specific needs. 
●​ Allow for reasonable adaptations to our policy on the grounds of equality by asking pupils or 

their parents to get in touch with the Head Teacher, who can answer questions about the 
policy and respond to any requests. These will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

 
Limiting the cost of school uniform  
Our school has a duty to make sure that the uniform we require is affordable, in line with statutory 
guidance from the Department for Education on the cost of school uniform.  We understand that items 



with distinctive characteristics (such as branded items, or items that have to have a school logo or a 
unique fabric/colour/design) cannot be purchased from a wide range of retailers and that requiring 
many such items limits parents’ ability to ‘shop around’ for a low price.   At Greenways  we will make 
sure our uniform: 

●​ Is available at a reasonable cost. 
●​ Provides the best value for money for parents/carers. 

We will do this by:  
●​ Following the statutory limits for compulsory branded items of uniform and PE kits to a 

maximum of 3 or fewer items.  
●​ Carefully considering whether any items with distinctive characteristics are necessary and 

limiting these items where possible to a school polo shirt and jumper/cardigan. We will only 
ask that school uniform featuring  a school logo to be worn if a child is representing our school 
at a school event.  

●​ Limiting any items with distinctive characteristics where possible. 
●​ Limiting items with distinctive characteristics to low-cost and/or long-lasting items.  
●​ Considering cheaper alternatives to school-branded items, such as logos that can be ironed 

on, as long as this doesn’t compromise quality and durability. 
●​ Avoiding specific requirements for items such as coats, bags and shoes/trainers that pupils 

can wear on non-school days. 
●​ Avoiding different uniform requirements for different year and key stage groups. 
●​ Avoiding different uniform requirements for extra-curricular activities including (but not limited 

to) sport, music and drama.  
●​ Avoiding requiring different branded items for particular times of the year, such as a branded 

dress in summer and a branded skirt in winter. 
●​ Making sure that arrangements are in place for parents to acquire second-hand uniform items 

through our pre-loved uniform shop and publishing this information on our website.   
●​ Considering alternative approaches, including loaning branded items such as sports kits for 

competitions.  
●​ Avoiding frequent changes to uniform specifications and minimising the financial impact on 

parents of any changes. 
●​ Consulting with parents and pupils on any proposed significant changes to the uniform policy 

and carefully considering any complaints about the policy. 
●​  Avoiding single-supplier contracts, unless for branded items, to make sure generic items can 

be purchased from a range of retailers. 
●​ Continuing to review this policy, to ensure the cost of our uniform is reasonable and provides 

the best value for money. 
 
Expectations for our school community  
Parents 
We ask that all parents who send their children to our school support the school uniform and 
appearance policy. We believe that parents have a duty to send their children to school correctly 
dressed and ready for their daily schoolwork. Parents should ensure that your child has the correct 
uniform, and that it is clean and in good repair. Parents should label all items of clothing clearly 
with their child’s name. 
The school welcomes discussions with parents, parents are encouraged to contact the Head Teacher 
if they want to request an amendment to their child’s uniform in relation to their child’s protected 
characteristics or the cost of uniform. If a parent wishes to raise concerns relating to our school 
uniform they are encouraged to do this in a timely and reasonable manner and the school will work 
closely with parents to arrive at a mutually acceptable outcome.  
Pupils 
Pupils are expected to wear the correct uniform at all times (other than specified non-school uniform 
days) whilst they are on the school premises, travelling to and from school and at out-of-school events 
or on trips that are organised by the school, or where they are representing the school (if required).  
Staff 
Staff will closely monitor pupils to make sure they are in correct uniform and class teachers will speak 
to either the child or their parents (depending on their age) to remind them of the school’s 
expectations. They will give any pupils and families breaching the uniform policy the support needed 
to comply. If the issue is not resolved, a senior member of staff will then support children and their 
families. In cases where it is suspected that financial hardship has resulted in a pupil not complying 
with this uniform policy, staff will take a mindful and considerate approach to resolving the situation in 



partnership with families. We may from time to time raise the profile of our uniform through initiatives 
such as assemblies and the Greenways Gazette.  
 
Expectations for School Uniform 
The following information identifies specific items of uniform: 
 
Where possible we encourage parents to purchase our uniform with the school logo on it from 
Crawlers Uniforms & Embroidery Shop in Hamstel Road. Second hand items can be purchased from 
our School Shop. 
 

Greenways Uniform 
● Grey or black pinafore or green and white gingham dress  
● Grey or black trousers, shorts or skirt of an appropriate length 
● Green or white polo shirt or blouse or white shirt  
● Bottle green sweatshirt, jumper, cardigan or fleece 
● Sensible flat black school shoes, boots, trainers or ‘strap around the back’ and closed toe sandals 
● Book bag (more suitable for infants) or rucksack/holdall (more suitable for juniors) - (Optional) 

PE Kit  (worn all day on PE days) Swimming Kit  (Summer Term)  

● Green or black shorts  
● White or green T-shirt  
● Trainers  
● Dark coloured tracksuit, black jogging bottoms or 
leggings and bottle green sweatshirt or hoodie  
 

● Bag, ideally waterproof  
● Swimming hat (ideally in your child’s team colour 
(Red - Sparks; Yellow - Arrows; Blue - Shakers; Green 
- Hearts, with their name written on in permanent 
marker)  
● Swimming costume (no bikinis) or close fitting 
trunks/shorts (no Bermuda shorts) 
● Large towel  
● INFANTS ONLY: poncho or robe  
● Flip flops or Croc-type shoes (compulsory for 
Infants, optional for Juniors) 

 
During the summer months summer dresses can be worn, these should be a green and white check 
gingham style dress. Open-toed sandals, shoes with raised heels, clogs, crocs or mules should not be 
worn. These are not suitable for school especially at play times.  Tailored, plain dark shorts can also 
be worn in the summer and parents should aim for these to be knee length.  
 
Jewellery 
On health and safety grounds we do not allow children to wear jewellery in our school. The exceptions 
to this rule are earring studs in pierced ears and a watch. Children will need to have all earrings 
removed before participating in P.E.  The school advises parents to ensure any piercing of ears is 
carried out early during the summer holidays to provide a suitable period of time, before school 
commences, so that earrings can be removed for P.E. by their child. If there are specific matters 
concerning removal of jewellery for P.E., parents are requested to discuss this matter with the class 
teacher. 
 
Fashion Items/Other 
Children come to school to learn. We believe that fashion items are best kept for home for reasons 
such as health and safety and inclusion. Fashion accessories such as make-up, nail varnish, 
jewellery, other than stud earrings and watches should not be worn. Appropriate sun hats should be 
worn outside during sunny weather, rather than bandanas.  
 
Accessibility to school uniform 
As a school we have ensured that the statutory guidance issued on the cost of school uniform is 
complied with.  Our school recognises the need to ensure that our uniform is affordable and we will 
work with the local uniform provider to ensure our uniform is well publicised.  Our PTA also run a 



pre-loved uniform store within the school to ensure that our school uniform is widely available. Parents 
are encouraged to donate school uniform items that their children have grown out of that are still in 
good condition. 
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